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than a show) while in the midst of a complex
feminine strategy. In her favour can perhaps be
cited the letter to Wojciech Grzymala, the
journalist and intimate friend of Chopin. Here
she debates at great length the triangular question
of Marja, Chopin and herself. Apparently she is
unaware of the broken engagement. " I do not
want to play the part of a bad angel/3 she writes.
" I am not Meyerbeer's c Bertrand * and I shall not
struggle against the friend of his childhood if she is
a good and pure Alice. If I had known that there
was a tie in our child's life, a sentiment in posses-
sion of his soul, I should never have bent over
a perfume reserved for another altar. Similarly,
he no doubt would have avoided my Gist kiss if
he had known that I was, so to speak, married.
We did not deceive each other ; we yielded as it
were to a passing wind which carried us both
away to other regions for a few moments." For
her own part, she has no wish to yield to passion,
although in her heart of hearts there is a fire that is
not yet quenched. But her children will give
her strength to resist any contrary force. Then,
again, there is Mallefille, her own lover, the only
man who, having been with her for a year, has
never for a single minute made her sufier by his
fault. " He is soft wax on which I have put my
seal. When I wish to change the imprint, with
some precaution and patience I shall succeed*
But it cannot be done to-day, and his happiness is
sacred to me." That is the situation. Her task is
set Two ways are open : either she must avoid